For Immediate Release: February 19, 2009

Local Mayors and Police Release List of Actions Needed to Curb Gang

Violence

Today’s meeting of Mayors and representatives of communities impacted by gang
violence at Surrey City Hall generated an 11-point list of issues that must be addressed by
the Federal and Provincial governments in response to the recent gang violence in the

region.

Attending the meeting were representatives from Vancouver, Richmond, City of Langley,
Township of Langley, Burnaby, Abbotsford, Coquitlam and Surrey.

The list of actions includes:

10.

11.

Clarify that firearms charges should not be plea-bargained, offenders should not
be granted bail, and the courts must implement minimum mandatory sentences;

Simplify disclosure requirements as they are currently too onerous and taxing on
police resources;

Removing remand credit for time spent in jail prior to sentencing;
Enhance our border’s integrity with respect to firearms;

Co-ordinate our approaches to gang prevention/education strategies and include
parents as a first line of contact;

Streamline Court processes and prosecution for gang and gun related offences;
Initiate a Regional Courtwatch Program;

Establish a dedicated Crown Counsel for gang related crime;

Allocate new police resources to deal with weapons/gang activities;

Fund additional capacity for Courts and request that the Provincial Government
review its planned (?) cuts to Court Services & Corrections; and

Support Provincial initiatives regarding body armour/armoured vehicles

“This meeting’s sole purpose was to identify ways that we, as local mayors and police

forces,

can take on the barriers to effective policing against gang activity,” said Mayor

Dianne Watts. “We must take action and I believe the specific items that we’ve identified
here would be an excellent place to start.”
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The immediate ‘next steps’ identified in the meeting include hosting a follow up meeting
to flesh out the details of these initiatives and speaking with provincial Minister of Public
Safety John Van Dongen and Attorney General Wally Oppal to discuss having a
delegation of local mayors accompanying them on their upcoming trip to Ottawa to meet
with the federal government.
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For more information contact:
Norman Van Eeden Petersman
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